1-18. (canceled) 

\'> (currently amended) \ i omptttet icadablc medium comprising executable institutions 
I'm peitorming a method compi imiiv 

displaving a program reccned mi the composite signal as if is icccised; 

displaying a user interface to control the program display, the user interface comprising a delay 
control and a resume control: 

receiving actuation ot the dela\ control via the user interlace, and in response to the dcla\ 
control actuation. 

persisting the user interface on screen with the resume control highlighted; 

delaying display of the program; 
dis playing an indicati on of wa iting email on screen; and 
compressing and saving the program to a circular buffer as it is received; and 
receiving actuation of the resume control via the user interface, and in response to the resume 
actuation, 

decompressing and resuming display of the program as saved in the circular buffer from a time 
of delay actuation. 

20. (previously presented) The computer readable medium of claim 19 further comprising 
executable instructions for decompressing and resuming display of the program as saved in the circular 
buffer from the time of delay actuation, while continuing to compress and save the program to the 
circular buffer as it is received. 

21 . (previously presented) The computer readable medium of claim 19 wherein the program 
is chosen from among a list comprising video on demand and broadcast television. 

22. (currently amended) A system comprising: 
means for receiving a composite signal; 

means for displaying a program received on the composite signal as it is received; 
means for displaying a user interface to control the program display, the user interface 



o.inpii-.mg a dcln\ conltol and a i. mm- control. 

mcam, loi Kvcmim actuation ■ ,t dm »K-l.i\ conliol \ )a the ti ,m iiiluhiiv. ami in im.pom.o m dm 
«h la\ control actuation. 

means ioi pt-rsismi;- ih. m.ei interlace on sctecn with liu- icsunic control hmhlmhmd 

means ioi dclaxiim dr.piav of tin- piograni; and 

means for compmv.nm and sa\ nm. flic program lo a i iiculai buflei as it is teccnml and 
means lot archill!', actuation id the resume control via the usci inlcilace, and in response to 
I he resume actuation; 

means for decompressing and lesunting display of the program as saved in the circular butler 
from a time of delay actuation; and 

means foiuletennining if a tlneshold lime has passed since actuation [ of the delay control; ami in 
response to the threshold tim e passim 1 , means lor returiiiii" a transmission ch ann el assigned to the 
program back lo a pool of available transmission channels. 

23. (currently amended) A method comprising: 
receiving a composite signal; 

displaying a program received on the composite signal as it is received; 

displaying a user interface to control the program display, the user interface comprising a delay 
control and a resume control; 

receiving actuation of the delay control via the user interface, and in response to the delay 
control actuation, 

persisting the user interface on screen with the resume control highlighted; 
delaying display of the program; and 

compressing and saving the program to a circular buffer as it is received; and 
returning a transmission channel assigned to the program to a transmission pool; 
receiving actuation of the resume control via the user inter face after the channel has been 
returned to the transmission pool , and in response to the resume actuation, 

assigning a new transmission channel to the program, and 

decompressing and resuming display of the program on the new transmission channel as 
saved in the circular buffer from a time of delay actuation. 



' i fpH-\!«»ti:,l\ pir a-M.-.I) I )u' iih'Hi.hI ,»I , l.imi \'i win-tun tbcdrlax roulml and u- aimr 
t ..iim.l ;hc drlmed In !i 1 \!I piimiliu-v 

2\ (pit-\ mush pu-.M-iiH-d) I hr method ol I'laim ! I whetem displax in:- a user intulaiv 
iMinpusi-s rxauk-nii!', at least one 1 1 I Ml pnmili\c. 

lit. (prcxitmslv picscnlrd) I lie melhod ot claim I 4 ) wIkiciii ihc user interlace isdispla\ed 
on a WebTV terminal. 

27. (previously presented) The method of claim 19 wherein the user interface is displayed 
on a terminal and wherein the terminal comprises at least two interfaces. 

28. (previously presented) The method of claim 27 wherein the at least two interfaces 
comprise at least two of: an infrared interface, a user interface, a dial-up interface, and a cable 
interface. 

29. (previously presented) The method of claim 19 wherein the program received on the 
composite signal is a video program. 

30. (previously presented) The method of claim 19 wherein the program received on the 
composite signal comprises at least one interactive component. 

3 1 . (previously presented) The method of claim 24 wherein at least one HTML primitive 
defines a hyperlink. 

32. (new) The method of claim 19 wherein response to the delay control actuation further 
comprises displaying a commercial message on screen. 



